
ries and its own logging camps and sawmills. Only such 
materials as could not be obtained abroad—chiefly machinery 
and steel products—were purchased in the United States. 

Up to the signing of the armistice construction projects had 
been undertaken by the Corps of Engineers to the number of 
831. Their distribution over France is shown in map 8, in 
which every dot represents a place at which one or sometimes 
several projects were undertaken. The A. E. F. left its trail 
in the shape of more or less permanent improvements over the 
greater part of France, The projects cluster most thickly 
around the ports used by American forces and the American 
area on the southern end of the battle line. 

FOOD AND CLOTHING AT THE FRONT 
The real test of the efficiency of the supply service comes 

when an army engages in battle. Measured by that test the 
work of feeding, clothing, and equipping the American Army 
was well done for, in the main, the expeditionary forces re
ceived what they needed. Within the limits of this report no 
account can be given in detail of how fully the supplies received 
overseas met the needs o f the troops. A few typical and fun
damentally important items only can be selected. Food and 
clothing are the most essential. 

A t no time was there a shortage of food in the expeditionary 
forces. Soldiers sometimes went hungry in this as in all other 
wars, but the condition was local and temporary. It occurred 
because o f transportation difficulties during periods of active 
fighting or rapid movement when the units outran their rolling 
kitchens. The stocks o f food on hand in depots in France 
were always adequate. This is illustrated in diagram 25. The 
columns show the stocks of food in depots on the first of each 
month in terms of how many days they would last the Ameri
can forces then in France. 

During the winter and spring o f 1918 the amounts on hand 
rose steadily. On May 1, about the time when American 
troops were entering active fighting for the first time, they 
were well over the 45-day line, which was considered the 
required reserve during the latter months of the war. For a 
time efforts were made to build up a 90-day supply in order 


